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INTERVIEWEE : S Senator John Shermaji Cooper **- r 

3 - r- 

S p Z . = ■ 

Cates: Hugh l&tes. It*s April Qie 29th, 1971. I'nc3Ln the office of £_ 

~L E. n ca 

United States^Senator John Shermap. Cooper. Senator ?ooper is a Republican 

5- o S 3 

from the stat§ of Kentucky. Senior Cooper, would ySh mind just stating; 

<— 

some of your Recollections or impressions of the latC Senator Richard ^ 

r* — 

Brevard Russell? j- — , 

o x - 

= ~Z 

n t—i o — 

- \ r e: 

Cooper: I firjst met Senatcfi£ Russell ii 1947 when I Same to the Senate fbr 

a tn. . \ £ £. 

1 ■■1^——' I 3 

a two-year tetpi. I was defeated twice, yve been back in the Senate sSseral 

- " ^ ^ ( ? 

times. I served for 15 yeaftT*TTcnewn5m like all 'Senators knew him, &om 

c ^ ^ 



observing him_on the Floor of thfSenate, admiring him for his dignity, ^or 
X . c. r- S 

his presence, ^Sis authority and bis tremendous power rand influence in delate. 

C =r rr C 

~Z. n =r c. 

I'll just say ^ commonplace, but 3Tt is correct that lie's always considered 

rn ~ . 

as an outstanding power, force ini the Senate. J — 

- ^ 5 : 

3 % ^ % 

Cates: Senator, excuse me, I dida't mean to interrupt you, sir, go ahead, sir. 



— . o c _ 

Cooper: He was often. ..I remember the first... when 1: first came here he^ 

— mr 3 r. 

~ o ^ 

was very courteous to me. He was 2al ways very courteous to people. He E_ 

> -5 z '< 

V — 

would listen to their views, unless he... at times he should get a little 

“ 3" 3 3 

irritated because they were so... he could tell he thought they were very= 

^ H r ~ 

prejudiced or glased in their vie#s and were not objective. I was much 3. 

\fi Er ri r' 

n ~z ~ 

interested in defense matters having served two years ; on the Armed Services 

? = =r' 

Committee in '53 and '54. When, $£ter development oi£ sophisticated nucl&r 

weapons where £fc is so difficult 6? understand what a51 these weapons were 
— ■ n ~ 

U V. 3 3. 

about, when you- were not on the Committee. I would ask him, when he wasp 




r. 

n 



Chairman, if could come to the Sessions when Secretary of Defense gavtf-. 

to the Commit Bee his est ima te of^he defense situations sometimes lastly 

two or three f^ays. He was always^, kind, always asked^me to come in, and ji 

was very grateful for that. I assume the... the period in which I had tli£ 

3 5 -r 3 

closest relat^nship with him wasnwhen both of us seized as a .. .members %f 

i? c. nj 

the Commissions to investigate theSassassination of President Kennedy, which, 

of course, wa^more popularly knoSL as the Warren Commission. In that year 



I did get — 1$04 — to know 

!2 vj 

3' QC 

3 Cn 

Cates: Senator, could you 

^ 7* 

maybe something that might * 

I" 

Senator Russell? 



X. 

“O 



ttsee him inaction and in thought . 



\r. 



n cjrt^in areas <rf this investigation 
insight in£p the character of g 



C 

3 



o 



c 



Cooper: Yes. cThat investigation=lasted several months in 1964. He wasd 

2 % ?: = 

also busy in the Senate. It was Sn election year, ariH the investigation^ 

took a great dgal of time of the Members. There were-. dozens of witnesses. 

“ «• n -J 

dozens and dozens and dozens of papers we had to read, testimony given by- 
- . 
t ip o' i 2 

other witnesses! which were taken Hy members of the staff. And then the r. 

w - ^ — /- 

— C ' r. ' 

Commission metGof ten. Our final judgment was unanimous but in making j£ 
£ r. r 

Or. C- 

that judgment Jhere were discussi£ps which brought ouf the strength of — 

3 _ 

mind, the judgement and author! tyrbf Senator Russell .f- If you want me tot 

✓>» — 
tell you some them I can. 3 " *-■ 



r. ; 






Cates: Senator, I wish you would nand I might say this and I don't know if 

it would go into this area or not^but if you feel li^e if anything you =T 
might say should not be made public for some time yovtcan so state that and 
a time seal would be put on it. And it would be honored by the University 
of Georgia. — 



-u 



'S 






r. 





o 



r. 

C 



s. 

a 



Cooper: No, this. is perfectly all Eight. 



Cates: Well, I wish you would go . . ^ 

n — 

Cooper: Most obit's public knowle<§je. . . 



Cates: I wish you... 

C/3 

T3 

O 

r. 



c. 



V 

> 

V. 

o 

2 

n3 






c 



o 



C 



= Co °Per: What isS*t, I don’t think, p. do not think anyway would affect the£ 




c 

\r. 

y. 

“o 



*/ 

y 



findings of the Commission. 

S' 

r. N 1 

Cates: Well, us3ng. . . Sn 

«> i 

“ - 

Cooper: But I would say firsts 

o' 

Commission, I • . • 1 ... I think you would like to know... E. 



•y. 

s 

5 ’ 

rn 



tell did no want to go on the A 
“■ o 

T3 
'C 



-= Cates: Yes. 



m 

c 

z 

< 



Cooper: PersonaJ things, 



y. 



2 

c 



y. 

C 



r: 



r. 



Cates: Weli, I ^ant you to use youf. own good judgment Jn saying anything — . 

you want to in this area. = 2 - 



— — 

Cooper: I remen£er when President Johnson called me a£ ®Y hometown in 



1 Somerset, Kentucky, where I had leffi for the weekend ada asked me to be '< 

' <£.' - 

r on the Commission, and he told me that Senator Russell §/ould be the Democri- 

' . t „ ;c I 'l = 

tic member from;jhe Senate. That lnd me, very persuasis/ely to also be a — 

2 member of C^pmission, because ^appreciated his position and his judgment, 
f. Senator Russell §Later told me that ge objected very stiBngly to going on =- 

- ^ p <5 

l the Commission. gHe was very busy and also, to be franfe he said he did 

■“* n r q 

not care to serve under Justice £Earl WarrenJ. But as^always, his sense of 
duty and I thinfc" patriotism and it %as deep in him, le| him, as he told m<~ 



/ 

fZ 




-to override any personal feelings and dff^what he thought the President wanted 



C, 



rj 

S. 



Sim to do and -do wha[t he thought ought tfb be done for the dBuntry. And it. 

. .1. . .1. . .that waj^one of his great qualities, to rise to^What he thought 
~ 4 as the need of the 5 ‘ountry. On the Commission, which was yiade up of a... 
jfour from the CongreSs, two from the Hoqpe and two from thegSenate — two — 

n O. fJ 

Republicans, two Democrats — and Senator ^Russell and myself ^romthe Senate, 
-Gongressman Boggs ar *f$ Congressman Ford from the House and ^hen a distinguished^ 

— ' — "3 * 

led . . f&d then headed by Chief Justice^ 



jroup of civilians, private member|J 

barren. As a group We had no pre-ic 

= -2 £ 
and we did go over testimony and 

judgment. But ther^ s ... there were two issues in that investigation which >< 

again impressed me about Senator Russel^ And first may I say, he kept up ^ 

with that investigation all the time. Kven if he had committees which he had £_ 

"to attend, he had a Representative therg'and staff and wheiShe came back you j_ 
-r 50 % * z" 

could tell that he Irad read the evidencl. He talked over all the facts. He 

-< < •< - 

inew what had been done even when he wasn’t there. First, there was the -5 

tT 9 i 

testimony of Mrs. Q£e Harvey] Oswald, flie wife and widow of Lee Oswald. 

~ ^ < 7 

And when we heard hei¥ testimony, the first and the second time, she was bereft _ 

— Or-. ~_ 

Snd. . .and, of course> a tragedy for herj And I think she ^tracted some sym- 
^athy from the Commission. Well, of cogrse, that sympathy yould be human nature 
But Senator russell^he was not convinced that she had tol«fc"the full truth 
and all the facts stli? did know. And he^talked to me about 5 . t. I had some- 

fhat of the same feeing, but again I must say he was the feader . . . took the 9. 

leadership in it. Afid he said... he suggested that we go dc^ra to Dallas, Texasy 
and have her as a witness there. And wS would question hec again. And we ^ 




is. We differed in many ways* 
if we could, a common 



r. 



did go. I think we stere there two days O. and on those two 4ays we questioned £. 

Z- • ■ if: 2 r. 

-3 O y. ~ 

o n 




w. 



Vi 

c 



her very strenuously and his wa & the most powerful Stamina tl on. Be wa£, 

courteous, dignified, but nevertheless he searched ipr the truth. I will 

say that we did not get from he^any additional information, but X alw^s 

believed tha&- Senator Russell thought that she had Some fact, not necessarily 
=5 5 7- 3 

that... that it was anyone else t&t Lee Oswald responsible, but... but t&t 



y~ 



he had some Reeling that she ha<£not told all the fapts. I think that (Has 

— - cJ _ C/3 

born out in statement he made m year or so ago in 'which he said, as !_■ 



lat we had al-L the facts. The 



recall, he h$j3 not yet beeg^ , 

2 M 

most compelling position h^j took in 4 Commission was this: there was-" 



a question oEwhether or ndk the shot 

< cc 

'J\ 




struck President Kennedy or' 

y. 
rz 



r JZ 



one of the shafts, had... had passed through Governor ^_John3 Connally of 'S 



C — < 

Texas on the irront seat. To... to find that it had {fussed through both would 

■■La — « 

, „ , Pi .2 = -3 

make the decision somewhat easier, in the time frame 2.- It wasn't conclusive. 

~7 O 3- C. 

^ ^ 

And so there ^ first... an opinion-by most of the Coi^ission that we shojuld 

say that the ^hot passed through^both President Kennedy and Governor " 

— c - -3 r ; 

Connally. Governor Connally was<a very strong witness . I see now why he 

O - ? 

has the present opinion in the country that he's a very strong man. He'S 

£ o « 

a very strong^fitness. He said categorically that be knew it... that thjj 
^ n — . 

first shot di<£ not pass through film. And he... I remember he said, "I — 

> "O C v; 

i— *< 3 — 

turned my head- when I heard the $hot. It did come from the direction which 

zr ~ — 

you have decided it came from be<|£vSe I’m familiar with firearms. But a^ I 

- t r- 1 

turned again E> the left, I feltUhe impact of another shot." Senator — - 

' <z *5 

Russell just Shid, "I'll never sign that report if..£if...if this Conrnn ssion 



rz 



says categoriSally that the second shot passed through both of them. ^ 



C/5 



I agreed withShim. I must say h^had great influence with me, but I to qv 



r ^ 



have been imp tossed by Governor CQimally and so the Commission then did!!? 



agree that, I ^cannot recall the exact words, that while there was eviderfee 
-3 - B ? 5 




- - * M 

£ that Che same. ..that- the shot had passed through both Pres Went Kennedy and..^- 
Band Governor Connalfy it was not conclusive. And with thapj why. Senator Russell 
won his point. I think he’s correct. 3he other point was^t the end, and £ 

— n - c 3- — 

"2 this was more a matter of language thaig of decision because everyone had 

^agreed that from alj? the evidence we ha£, that we could fifd only one person ^ 

£ .3 £. -J 

=who was... who was ac... could be charged ^ith the assassination of President - 

<Kennedy and that was; Lee Oswald. And.ivbut again, there w$s the first cate- _ 

fgorical statement tfet Lee Os«al< }W W LllL uj«J 3ln, no onelelse was connected'- 

'wich it, and again Senator "T , grei wholly o|the facts before ^ 

But. we are noi. . .we. . .we. . <8e’re not., ^/cannot say? that at some - 

~ ^ oc c 

=point there may be Some other evidence in the future and that we cannot ^ 

** — r H ^ 

^categorically clos^the door to the fagts that may arise.’- He just said, I - 

— cr . m -o 

Jwant to limit to wt^t we have ourselvef heard, we’ve sear<§ed out all we coulf, 
fdone the best we co$ld and on the basifof that we say th^ Lee Oswald was § 
^the assassin but wiSnust not... we must§say also that therCmay be facts whichg' 

"3 

jfare developed in the future but which |e could not secure c which may show c' 
rr ■? c ^ 2 

^otherwise." Now, that last is probably was just... said, well, anybody could - 
/— k - — 

\ “.have said that but faking in consideration his . . .his determination to inter r 
J 2 view Mrs. Oswald, tie third time and viry strongly, and h^ strong position ^ 
^onthe question of Aether the same shof passed through bof President Kennedy, 
^and Governor ConnaUy, I just feel thele to show the strength of his mind, 

= the careful judgment about testimony, She limits. . .precis^- limits, upon whichr 
=we could base our judgment, that is oigwhat we had heard, |Lt was an indication 

— M ^ S', 

rpf the. . -of the cagble, capable, able>nd capable » °fi very atrong »lnd^. 
|of a very discrimliftcing mind, of a powerful determinating to be just, and 
?j came out of tbat^ir or seven montfoSwork feeling that f bad been associate^ 
;; Sjith a man who vasiaore ... certainly m<£e able and powerful than anyone else a 
.v.t And. well, and I 'thought more than anyone I’d known in - 




— che Senate . 



> 

/- 



ri 



Caces: Senator Cooper, did he have a^y private conversations with you about 

— v . 

this aspect of a possible communist conspiracy, anything ^that you could 
divulge at this tfie? 



c 

c 



Cl 

3 

v: 



Cooper: No, I think we. . .we. . .mentioned that in our report. We found no 

< 



o 

r. 



evidence of that at all. No, he nevefe- did. . .he never di<£. .he never did 
give any strength cto that idea. 



n 

r. 






= Cates: Do you fee3. like perhapsn the reason 



Russell on that Commission was fc^tat he had 

Z tn ■ 

that he felt like that it was almost like having himself *jn the Commission? 



y. 

v. 

“3 



that President Johnson wanted 



y. 



o ^nuch conficfence In Russell 

y 
05 



rr Cooper: Oh, yes, wanted him on th€re I’m sure first because of his... 

^ he knew his powerfjEL mind and good judgment. And also I'ja sure because 

^ he believed that.."jthat with Senator lgissell's presence o^- the Committee 
- v! JZ r - 

= it would give great credibility to the- work and decision -6f the Commission. 



r. 

r. 



“3_You know the Commission was attached aid all kinds of... of statements were o' 

“ ~ ^ 

C* made about its work: and. . .and I talke(£to him about that from time to time, - 

C 5 ” 

— and he would kind ef laugh about that Jand say, "Well, I read what those men c 

~ ~ S 

c_have said, three or- four of them," buGhe said, "They didn't make any — . 

~ ~ TL “ i 

'^.independent investigation of their owicl they just took ou£ work, the ^ 



^Commission's work, ^and picked holes in^it." And now he h£d ... he had such 



c 



\r. 



ngood sense, good judgment, such fairness, too. 



c. 



c. 



r. 



_Cates: Senator Cooper, this is an excellent example of hw you worked with 

-Senator Russell. The two of you working together on a project. Can you 

I -> \r — 

— vt 

£ recall anything else that comes to mind at this time of hew you might have 
^worked together in -the Senate? I notice that at one time'_you , re. . .maybe 



■ile*l Stales caiSt -07), this single cops 



